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the arm was useless ; the left leg was tense, giving little
reaction, and the child continually brought its hand to the
left side of its head as if in pain.

The celebrated Dr. Martin, in whom so much confidence
had been placed, was not present at the birth. Perhaps it
would not have made the smallest difference to what took
place if he had arrived ; nevertheless, the fact that he did
not do so seems to have had an unfortunate result. There
is a good deal of evidence pointing to the conclusion that
from this fateful day the Princess had no faith in the best
German doctors. Whether or not the German specialists in
attendance were skilful in handling a difficult case, one of
them, at least, gave the Princess grounds for prejudice. At
the critical moment in the birth when she was fully conscious,
this man brutally announced : " It is useless. There is no
hope for the mother or the child."

The reasons for the non-appearance of Martin have always
been somewhat garbled. Some say that he was not warned,
by contrivance of certain persons who were offended because
he had been sent by the English Queen ; but the story which
seems most likely is that, early on the morning of the birth,
a footman was told to take by hand a message to Martin
and, having no idea of its urgent nature, he pushed it into a
letter-box to save himself trouble.

It was Martin who, three days later, confirmed to the
horrified parents the nature of the injuries inflicted on their
child.

" He can be cured," said the mother confidently.
" It would be cruel to raise your hopes too high, ma'am,"
came the reply.

Thus it was that the prejudice, or the alleged prejudice,
against German doctors,, found its way into the mind of the
Princess. At this stage the prejudice seems of small impor-
tance, but in the years ahead it was destined to stir up a
Prussian tempest which, not only lashed her with merciless
fury at the most lonely and tragic moment of her life, but
which also inevitably deepened the growing ill-will of the
Prussians toward England.